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As some of you may know, the Christian leaders of the first and second centuries have strangely become identified as The Apostolic Fathers, an honorary title which identifies them as associates or confidants of the apostles, the apostles by this time having all passed on to their reward.

Perhaps, in a similar way we see a like feeling of veneration conferred upon those early fathers of the Christian Church in America.

It is not difficult to obtain this historical information as all you have to do is go to the historical section of the Madison Library, take down a copy of Thrilling Themes in Theology by J W Lanham and feast on the glorious history of the “Restoration Movement” in Indiana.

I’m proud to have come from a state much like Indiana in that it also had a glorious history, but Virginia’s history has been more notable in the founding of a great nation than it was in the great victories won by humble men of faith who through the preaching of the simple gospel of the early Church inspired the greatest revival in American history here in the western reserve among the farmers and working people, and not by sending their sons off to be killed fighting for their country.
I do not in any way want to demean those who fought and died to make this land free, for they fought and died not only to set us free from Tyranny but also to secure for us freedom of worship.

In fact, I might add, I happened to be one of those young men who were called upon to defend those freedoms fifty years ago.  But it didn’t cost me my life, just my wife and perhaps some people would consider me lucky and as a matter of fact, perhaps I was, when you read of the sacrifices of those early preachers of the “Restoration.”  Take Elder Raccoon John Smith for example, West in his Search for the Ancient Order, Vol 1 tells of the great tragedy in his early life as a preacher.  He tells us, “Misfortune frequently followed Smith and the first of any serious consequence met him in Alabama.  He was off preaching.  His (beloved) wife left their cabin to care for a sick neighbor.  The children were left at home with Hiram Townsend, brother to Smith’s wife.  Suddenly, the cabin caught fire and quickly burned to the ground.  Two of the children were burned alive.  The terror and horror that struck Smith’s wife can only be dimly imagined.  The sad news reach Smith and he returned home as quickly as possible.  His wife, like Rachel, would not be comforted.  The days passed by and she sank lower and lower only to be finally planted beneath the soil beside the ashes of her two departed children.  Smith himself got sick.  He contracted a fever and for days hovered near death.  Slowly he improved.

In a matter of months he sold the farm and started retracing his steps back to Kentucky.”

I only related this story to show that those early men often faced tragedies as great as some who went to war, and still persevered, later to perform great works for the Kingdom of God.

Of those, not so well known preachers in the early days of the “Restoration’s” glorious history in Indiana was Love Jameson born May 17, 1811, and baptized upon the simple confession of faith required in the N T and doubtless one of the earliest young men to commence preaching at Manville.  Baptized in 1829, he began preaching at the request of Beverly Vawter, an aged preacher in the Manville area, delivering his first sermon on the evening of December 29.  For several years his labors were confined to Jefferson County and adjacent regions, but in 1834 he visited Southern Ohio, where he labored with success for several years.  There he formed the acquaintance of several prominent preachers, among who were D S Burnet, L L Pinkerton, J G Mitchell and Walter Scott.  The last mentioned made an impression upon the young preacher from Indiana which he carried throughout life.
At that time Walter Scott was regarded as second only to Alexander Campbell.  He was a man of genuine piety and a speaker of sublime and fervid eloquence.  But, to him at least, life was not a dead level; he was not always at his best.  Adverse influence would at times beat down his lofty spirit, as the storm beats down a soaring bird.  Scott and Jameson went to Harrison, Ohio, to fulfill an appointment.  Carey Smith of Indianapolis had arrived before them.  When they met Smith he informed them that all of the churches in the town were locked against them and that the meeting would be held two miles west of the village in a barn in Indiana.  When they arrived at the place they found a congregation of about thirty persons.  Scott, being seized by one of his moods of depression, wrapped himself up in his great cloak, stowed himself away in a hay mow, and went to sleep.  Smith preached a good sermon, Jameson delivered an animated exhortation and several persons presented themselves for baptism.  Brother Scott, wakened either by the exhortation or the singing, hastily left his retreat and heartily joined in the exercises, not even stopping to brush the hay seed from his raven locks.  After this the barn was regularly filled, and soon a church was organized which still continues to flourish.

Mr Jameson, after abundant labors in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana, accepted a call from the Church in Madison, Indiana, having been married in 1837 to Miss Elizabeth Clark, a woman of most excellent spirit.  His labors in Madison began in 1841 with bright prospects, which were soon buried in deepest gloom.  His wife, walking in the garden near the close of day, was suddenly seized with apoplexy and died almost immediately.  The mental shock was too much for him.  He was stricken down with fever, and lay at the old homestead for many weeks, his life trembling in the balance.  During the period of his illness he was attended by Doctor A H Ames, a brother-minister and intimate friend and, for many years, the minister of the Church at Manville, Indiana.1
1James W Lanham, Thrilling Themes in Theology 1910.
Brother Jameson was well qualified to profoundly impress the young convert with the significance of the step he was taking.  Brother Lanham’s tribute to Jameson, as it appears below, attests to the love and admiration he cherished for the one who inducted him into the Kingdom and patience of the Lord.

He later called him,”That sweet singer, strong preacher, the man who in magnanimity and graciousness shines like a star in the galaxy of Indiana’s great sons of the Reformation.”

Certainly the Christian Churches of Manville and Madison can be proud of the dedicated men of faith that have come out of the families of their congregations and neighboring churches.
As one looks back to those early years of the Restoration, he notices that many of the leaders from Kentucky such as Barton Stone, Walter Scott, Elder John Smith, Philemon Vawter, John T Johnson and John Rogers were instrumental in bringing about unity in Indiana.  The union of Reformers and Christians being the goal of those preachers both in Kentucky and Southeastern Indiana.

The great elder Raccoon John Smith, speaking for the Reformers in Georgetown in 1831, put it this way:

“While there is but one faith, there may be ten thousand opinions, and hence, if Christians are ever to be one, they must be one in faith, and not in opinion.”
“Let us, then, my brethren, be no longer Campbellites or Stoneites, New Lights or Old Lights, or any other kind of lights, but let us all come to the Bible alone, as the only Book in the world that can give us all the LIGHT WE NEED.” 2
Concerning union in Indiana, Enos Dowling says, “About this time a union was being affected between the Christians and Reformers in eastern Indiana also under the labors of John Longley (Christian) and John P Thompson (Reformer).  Longley wrote to Stone on December 24, 1831: ‘The Reforming Baptists and we are one here.’ An earlier movement for union had developed in southern Indiana under the leadership of John Wright, a Free-Will Baptist.  Wright held that all human creeds are heretical and schismatical, and that the Bible was a sufficient guide for all Christians.  In 1819 he persuaded the Blue River Baptist Church to drop its creed and sustain itself on the Bible alone.  Within two years the churches forming the Blue River Association had accepted Wright’s position and disbanded as an association.  The Dunkards and New Lights soon joined these reformers.  By 1828 union was practically complete among these groups.  Uniting with them later were the Regular Baptists forming the Silver Creek Association influenced by Absalom and John T Littell and Mordecai Cole.” 3
As Raccoon John Smith and John Rogers were “riding together” and visiting the churches, in order to make them acquainted with what had been happening and persuade them to similar action, “in Kentucky the Reform Movement had already caught fire on the other side of the river where John Longley and John P Thompson had been visiting and on December 24, 1831, Longley wrote Stone, “The reforming Baptists and we are one here.” 4
2 J A Williams, Life of Elder John Smith, pp 453, 454

3 Enos Dowling, The Restoration Movement, Standard Publishing Co. 1964.

4 Ibid p 70
Although the exact date of J W Lanham’s birth I did not establish in my research from other dated events in his life, the early twenties would seem a reasonable guess since he started preaching in his mid-twenties and preached for over sixty years.  
After a brief visit to Kentucky at the invitation of Philemont Vawter and some exciting experiences with those well-known older preachers, the young preacher returns to his home resolved to settle down and accepts a call to the Church in Lexington, “preaching at the same time at Manville and at Salem (in) Ripley County, once a month each.  At all his preaching points he repeats the success he had at Pleasant Ridge, (his first ministry) and there are many additions to the churches. At the breaking out of the Civil War he resigns at Lexington and shortly after takes work at Liberty, where for many years, with some intermissions, he ministered; but at Manville he remained for about fifty-five years.  In the very beginning of his pulpit work he is recognized as an able evangelist.  He held many successful protracted meetings and might have attained pre-eminence in such work; but he became convinced that he should give more time to the care of the churches; it is one thing to move men and women to enter the Kingdom of Jesus; it is quite another thing to so lead them in all Spiritual truth as that they will come to maturity.  Brother Lanham has proven himself to be adept in such leadership.”5 
No history is ever complete for history is made day by day by those dedicated men and women who continue to give of themselves and their labor of love for the Master.  Time would fail to list even some of the many known to the writer alone; however it seems appropriate to make special mention of one family whose members have served the cause of Christ from the earliest days of the Manville Church even down to the present.
The Lanham family has been in continuous dedicated service, first in the Church and now in the Mission Field of Brazil, S A, from the very beginning of the Restoration Movement in Southeastern Indiana, what a glorious contribution and labor of love!

Brother Paul and Shirley are and have been in Brazil for the past thirty years.  For some twenty years of that time two, until now, unknown saints served as the Lanham’s forwarding agents keeping funds flowing to Paul and Shirley, Brother Ivor Reed and his good wife, Jane.  Mr and Mrs Ernie Moreland, for the last ten years, have assumed the labor of love for those aged saints as they now await their final reward.  Their names are also surely written there, in the Lambs Book of Life.
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